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The Sources of The Sound Creed

The sources of the sound Islamic Creed can only
be established through the Qur'an and the Sunnah.
The creeds are two types: the creed revealed by Allah
and the creed initiated by the people. However, the
sound and correct creed can only be from Allah’s
Wahi [the revelation sent down by Allah in the Qur’an
and the authentic Sunnah]. Allah informed us about
Yusuf, peace be upon him, that he said to his
companions in the prison:
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O two companions of the prison! Are many
different lords (gods) better or Allah, the One, the
Irresistible? You do not worship besides Him but only
names which you have named (forged), you and your
fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority.
The command (or the judgement) is for none but
Allah. He has commanded that you worship none but
Him (i.e. His Monotheism), that is the (true) straight
religion, but most men know not. [Yusuf 39-40]



Allah said:
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Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-‘Uzza (two idols of the pagan Arabs)
And Manat (another idol of the pagan Arabs), the other third? Is it for you the
males and for Him the females? That indeed is a division most unfair! They are

but names which you have named, you and your fathers, for which Allah has
sent down no authority. [Al-Najm: 19-23]

Allah said:
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Or have they partners with Allah (false gods), who have instituted for them a religion
which Allah has not allowed. [Al-Shura 21]

Allah said:
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And thus We have sent to you (O Muhammad) Ruhan (an Inspiration, and a Mercy) of
Our Command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith? But We have made it
(this Qur’an) a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our slaves We will. And verily,

you (O Muhammad) are indeed guiding (mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e. Allah’s
religion of Islamic Monotheism). [Al-Shura 52-53]

All these verses demonstrate the fact that the sound Islamic creed can only be
derived from the revelation [i.e. the Qur'an and the authentic Sunnah]



The delegation of Abdul Qais

The delegation said, "O Messenger of Allah, we
come to you from a far-off distance and there lives
between you and us a tribe- the unbelievers of Mudar,
and it is not possible for us to come to you except in the
sacred months; so direct us to a clear command
regarding which we are to inform others and by way of
which we may enter paradise. The Prophet, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, said, 'I command you to
do four things and forbid you from four things’, and he
added, 'I command you to have Iman in Allah’, and then
he asked them, 'Do you know what Iman in Allah is?'
They said, 'Allah and His Messenger know best”. He said,
'It is the testimony that none has the right to be
worshipped except Allah and that Muhammad is Allah's
Messenger”'. [Sahih Muslim]

These people were Arabs and people of eloquence
in their language, however when the Messenger asked
them about Iman they replied, "Allah and His Messenger
know best"”. This shows that the affairs of the creed and
Iman Iman are only established by way of the
revelation. As for the people of bidah and evil desires,
some of them derive their creed by way of the intellect,
opinions, dreams, fables and beliefs they desire.



Principles We Must Establish Regarding The Sound Creed
The First Principle

We believe that the Messenger, peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him, has clarified everything regarding the religion. He has
clarified its fundamentals, subsidiary issues, beliefs and prescribed
laws. Allah said:
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This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My
Favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion].
[Al-Mad'idah 3]

Therefore, when it is the case that the Messenger even
explained- in detail- the etiquettes of using the ftoilet, it is not
possible that he would not have detailed the creed, thus giving an
allowance for others to come along and make up beliefs based on
their intellects, opinions etc. Indeed, the Messenger has clarified
matters of the religion, its creed and laws.



The Second Principle

The Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Messenger are
the sources of the religion, and every dispute between
the Muslims is to be referred back to them. Allah said:

Lo 358 agetl 3 153a3 ¥ 25 2430 58 L & 580 S (psla i ¥ L5 8
i 15 b

But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they
make you (O Muhammad ) judge in all disputes between
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission]
[Al-Nisa 65]

Allah said:
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It is not for a believer, man or woman, when Allah and
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should
have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys
Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed in a
plain error. [Al-Ahzab. 36]



Allah said:
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O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad), and those of you (Muslims) who are in
authority. (And) if you differ in anything amongst
yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger (), if you
believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more
suitable for final determination. [Al-Nisa 59]

Referring back to Allah is to refer to His Book [the
Qur'an] and referring to the Messenger is to refer to his
Sunnah. The one who does not do this has deviated from
the straight path. Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah
have mercy upon him, used to say often:
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Whoever opposes the proofs will be led away from the path,
and there is no proof, except that which the Messenger
came with.

Ibn Abi Al-Izz Al-Hanafi, may Allah have mercy upon him,
said:
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How can one aim at reaching knowledge of the
fundamental principles of the (religion) through something
other than what the Messenger brought?!



The Third Principle:

A Muslim is not to put himself forward before Allah
and His Messenger. He is not to speak about the religion
without knowledge from Allah and His Messenger,
because that is one of the greatest sins and crimes.
Allah said:
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O you who believe! Do not put (yourselves) forward
before Allah and His Messenger (), and fear Allah. Verily!
Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing. Al-Hujurat 1]

This means: neither speak about the religion until
Allah and His Messenger have spoken, nor act in the
name of the religion until you are commanded- whether
regarding matters of creed, acts of worship or matters
regarding knowledge of the religion.

Allah said:
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And follow not (O man i.e.,, say not, or do not or withess
not, etc.) that of which you have no knowledge (e.g.
one’s saying: “I have seen,” while in fact he has not
seen, or “I have heard,” while he has not heard). Verily!
The hearing, and the sight, and the heart, of each of
those you will be questioned (by Allah). [Al-Israa. 36]



The Fourth Principle

Our understanding of the Qur'an and the Sunnah of the Messenger has to
be in agreement with the understanding of the pious predecessors. They
possessed the most pious of hearts and purest souls. They were the ones who
received the religion directly from the Messenger, conveyed it to the Ummah as
they heard it and fulfilled its requirements. Indeed, Allah selected them to be
the companions of the Messenger and the carriers of His religion. Allah was
pleased with them and they were pleased with Allah. Allah sent down tranquility
upon them and granted them piety. Therefore, it is obligated to us to
understand the religion in the manner in which they understood it, and it is not
permissible for anyone to come along and say, "They [the companions of
Muhammad] were men and we are men". If someone says this, then indeed he is
a person of misguidance, and because of this reason, Allah said:
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And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger (Muhammad ) after the
right path has been shown clearly to him and follows other than the believers’
way. We shall keep him in the path he has chosen and burn him in Hell - what an
evil destination. [Al-Nisaa. 115]

Allah said:
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And the first to embrace Islam of the Muhgjirun (those who migrated from
Makkah to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar (the citizens of Al-Madinah who helped
and gave aid to the Muhajirun) and also those who followed them exactly (in
Faith). Allah is well-pleased with them as they are well-pleased with Him. He has
prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow (Paradise), to dwell therein
forever. That is the supreme success. [Al-Tawbah. 100]

This is the aim, we follow them exactly (in faith) and follow their path. The
closer a person is in following them, the closer he is to guidance. In an
authentic hadith the Messenger said, "The best of people are those living
in my generation, then those who come after them, and those after
them...”



The Fifth Principle

It is obligated to a person who has been granted this favour
[adherence to the Qur’an, the authentic Sunnah and the path of the
companions] that he remains steadfast upon it- steadfast upon through
knowledge, creed and action until Allah takes his soul. Allah said: [ S i
fh}j - So stand (ask Allah to make) you (Muhammad) firm and straight (on

the religion of Islamic Monotheism) as you are commanded]. [Hud. 112]
Steadfastness can only be fulfilled through that which Allah has revealed.
Allah said:
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Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is (only) Allah,” and thereafter Istagamu
(i.e. stood firm and straight on the Islamic Faith of Monotheism by
abstaining from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden
and by performing all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained), on
them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. [Al-Ahqaf 13]

Allah said:
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Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is Allah (Alone),” and then they Istagamu
, on them the angels will descend (at the time of their death) (saying):
“Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad tidings of Paradise which you
have been promised! [Fussilat 30]

This steadfastness is sought from a servant of Allah- steadfastness upon
the sound creed, righteous action and deeds that draws him close to Allah
until Allah takes away his soul. Allah said: [&a asb S & 15 - And
worship your Lord until there comes unto you the certainty (i.e. death)].
[al-Hijr. 99]



Allah said:
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O you who believe! Fear Allah (by doing all that He has ordered and
by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as He should be
feared. [Obey Him, be thankful fo Him, and remember Him always],
and die not except in a state of Islam (as Muslims) with complete
submission to Allah]. [Aal Imran. 102]

One of the tremendous supplications is that which has been
reported by Ibn Abee Shaybah that Abu Dardaa, may Allah
be pleased with him, used to supplicate:

o 2l
L8 Uda 5 el e 5 Lala iy et

O Allah! I ask you for abiding Iman, beneficial knowledge
and upright guidance.

Muawiyah Ibn Qurra, may Allah have mercy upon him,
transmitted this narration from Abu Dardaa and then said:
"This is because there is Iman that is not abiding,
knowledge that is not beneficial and guidance that is not
upright". Therefore, a Muslim must ask Allah for these things
and he should employ the means to attain them, as the
Messenger said: "Be eager for what is of benefit to you and
place your reliance upon Allah”.



The Sixth Principle:
And after being granted steadfastness, one must call to it. Allah said:
ity
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By Al-‘Asr (the time). Verily! Man is in loss, Except those who believe
(in Islamic Monotheism) and do righteous good deeds, and
recommend one another to the truth (i.e. order one another to
perform all kinds of good deeds (Al-Ma’ruf)which Allah has ordained,
and abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds (Al-Munkar)which
Allah has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience (for
the sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may encounter in
Allah’s Cause during preaching His religion of Islamic Monotheism or
Jihad, etc.). [al-Asr]

One has to propagate the sound path and the religion based on
what Allah makes easy for him to propagate. The Messenger said to
Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, "By Allah, for Allah to guide one
man by you is better for you than red camels”. The Messenger also
said: "Whoever calls to guidance, he will be rewarded, and (also)
receive reward equal to those who follow him, without their rewards
being reduced in the least”". The Messenger also said: "The one who
guides to good is like the doer of that deed itself".



Distinguishing Signs of The Sound Islamic Creed

The sound Islamic Creed is based on the Qur’an and the
Sunnah as opposed to the other creeds. The sources of the other
creeds differ and you'll find them being in opposition to each other-
filled with contradictions and diverse orientations. As for the person
who has been blessed with the sound Islamic creed, he is saved from
all of this. The sound Islamic creed is the creed that agrees with
Fitrah [sound natural disposition] and sound intellect.

Allah said:
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So set you (O Muhammad) your face towards the religion of pure
Islamic Monotheism Hanifa (worship none but Allah Alone) Allah’s
Fitrah (i.e. Allah’s Islamic Monotheism), with which He has created
mankind. No change let there be in Khalg-illah (i.e. the Religion of
Allah Islamic Monotheism), that is the straight religion, but most
men know not. [Al-Rum. 30]

The Prophet said, "Every newly born child is born in a state of
fitrah [i.e. upon a natural inclination to worship Allah (alone)], and it
is his parents who make him info a Jew, a Christian or
fire-worshipper....". The Prophet said that Allah said: "Indeed, I
created my servants as Hunafaa [i.e. inclined towards monotheism
and distanced from polytheism], but the devils divert them from
their true religion (of Islamic monotheism)”. When a person of sound
intellect is intfroduced to the sound Islamic creed and its evidence,
he will not oppose it. He will know that it does not contradict sound
intellect. It was said to one of the Arabs, "How do you know that the
Messenger of Allah is truthful?” He replied, "I have not found him to
command something, except that it is commanded by the sound



intellect; and I have not found him to prohibit something, except
that it is prohibited by the sound intellect”. This shows that those
who nurture the people upon the sound Islamic creed are the callers
to that which agrees with the natural disposition and sound intellect,
as opposed to the false creeds because they are in opposition to the
natural disposition and sound intellect.

Those who call to false creeds utilise lies, deceit, fables, and dreams
to spread those false and deviated creeds. The false creeds and their
adherents contradict each other, but as for the sound Islamic creed,
its adherents do not contradict one another. Allah said:
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Do they not then consider the Qur’an carefully? Had it been from
other than Allah, they would surely have found therein many
contradictions. [Al-Nisa. 82]

Allah said:
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Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it (it is) sent
down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise (Allah). [Fussilat. 42]

The sound Islamic creed founded upon the Qur'an and the Sunnah is
free from falsehood. Falsehood cannot approach it because it is
founded upon a pure source. As for the other creeds, they are based
on contradictions and differences.



Allah said:
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And certainly, you (i.e. people of false creeds) have different ideas (about
Muhammad and the Qur’an). Turned aside therefrom (i.e. from
Muhammad and the Qur’an) is he who is turned aside (by the Decree and
Preordainment of Allah).

The sound Islamic creed is clear and there are no obscurities in it, as
opposed to the creed of the falsifiers. Its fundamental principles and
evidence are clear, as opposed to the other creeds. For example, one of
the proponents of theological rhetoric wrote a very abstruse treatise on
the knowledge of the existence of Allah and then said, "None will
comprehend it, except someone who is firmly grounded in knowledge".
Ibn Abi Al-Izz Al-Hanafi said that one of the philosophers said, "I spent all
night looking at the evidence of the philosophers till morning came, but I
could not understand anything".

The sound Islamic creed unites the hearts and prevents hatred and
rancour between the people; rather it even unites creatures that are
different from one another. For example, look at the bond between the
angels and the pious people amongst the children of Adam?!

Allah said:
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Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) and those around it glorify
the praises of their Lord and believe in Him (i.e. believe in the oneness of
Allah) and ask forgiveness for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah)
(saying): “Our Lord! You comprehend all things in mercy and knowledge,
so forgive those who repent and follow Your Way, and save them from the
torment of the blazing Fire! [Ghafir. 7]



So they (i.e. the angels) supplicate and ask Allah to forgive the
believers, and this bond between them and the believers is due to
the sound Islamic creed they share.

Allah said:
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And He has united their (i.e. believers’) hearts. If you had spent all
that is in the earth, you could not have united their hearts, but Allah
has united them. Certainly He is All-Mighty, All-Wise. [Al-Anfal. 63]

It is Allah Who unites (the hearts of the) believers through the sound
Islamic creed and this is why Allah said: [353) &sis 34l &) - The believers
are nothing else than brothers (in Islamic religion). [Al-Hujurat. 10]

As for the bond you find between the people of corrupt creeds, they
are all disconnected. Allah said:
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When those who were followed, disown (declare themselves innocent
of) those who followed (them), and they see the torment, then all
their relations will be cut off from them. [Al-Bagarah. 166]

Allah said:

Friends on that Day will be foes one to another except the pious and
righteous people who fear Allah much (abstain from all kinds of sins
and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love Allah much
(perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained).



The sound Islamic creed gives one’s heart peace and
tranquility. Allah said:
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Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he (or
she) is a true believer (of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We will
give a good life (in this world with respect, contentment and lawful
provision), and We shall pay them certainly a reward in proportion to
the best of what they used to do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter)].
[Al-An-Nahl. 97]

A good life is dependent upon Iman and righteous actions. Allah
said:
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Ta-Ha. [These letters are one of the miracles of the Qur’an, and none
but Allah (Alone) knows their meanings.] We have not sent down the
Qur’an unto you (O Muhammad) to cause you distress. [Ta Ha 1-2]

Allah said:
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Those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah - Islamic Monotheism),
and whose hearts find rest in the remembrance of Allah, Verily, in
the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest. [Al-Rad. 28]



Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said: The hearts were created
for Tawhid, but when they abandon what they were created for, they
become confused and bewildered. The heart’s need for Tawhid and
remembrance of Allah is like a fish’s need for water. A fish dies when
deprived of water and likewise the heart dies when deprived of
Tawhid and remembrance of Allah.

The sound Islamic creed is a creed of uprightness and justice-
neither going beyond bounds nor falling short, as opposed to the
other creeds. There is nothing in the religion- be it the beliefs, acts of
worship and its laws- except that the people are divided into three
categories in that regard: the extremists, those who fall short and
those who remain upon uprightness, justice and the sound creed- the
Qur’an and the Sunnah.

The sound creed in the religion is like the roots of a tree and the
foundation of a building. Just as a tree cannot stand firm except on
its roots, and a building cannot stand firm except on its foundation,
similarly, the religion cannot be established except through sound
Iman and sound Creed. A person without a sound creed is similar to
a body without a soul. Allah said:
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Is he who was dead (without Faith by ignorance and disbelief) and
We gave him life (by knowledge and Faith) and set for him a light (of
Belief) whereby he can walk amongst men, like him who is in the
darkness (of disbelief, polytheism and hypocrisy) from which he can
never come out? Thus it is made fair-seeming to the disbelievers
that which they used to do. [Al-An'am 122]



Allah said:
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O you who believe! Answer Allah (by obeying Him) and (His) Messenger
when he (Muhammad) calls you to that which will give you life. [Al-Anfal.
24]

This is why Allah called the revelation Ruh. Allah said:
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And thus We have sent to you (O Muhammad) Ruhan (an Inspiration, and
a Mercy) of Our Command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what is
Faith? But We have made it (this Qur’an) a light wherewith We guide
whosoever of Our slaves We will. And verily, you (O Muhammad) are
indeed guiding (mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e. Allah’s religion of
Islamic Monotheism). [Al- Shura 52-53]

Why did Allah call it Ruh? It is because the real life of the hearts cannot
exist, except through the revelation, and the sound creed is the greatest
thing in the revelation. Allah said:
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The Event (the Hour or the punishment of disbelievers and polytheists or the
Islamic laws or commandments), ordained by Allah will come to pass, so seek
not to hasten it. Glorified and Exalted be He above all that they associate as
partners with Him. He sends down the angels with inspiration of His Command
to whom of His slaves He pleases (saying): “Warn mankind that La ilaha illa Ana
(none has the right to be worshipped but I), so fear Me (by abstaining from sins
and evil deeds). [Al-Nahl. 1-2]

This (i.e. the sound creed, Tawheed, sincerity in worship) are the greatest
in the revelation.



Some Virtues of the Sound Creed

The sound creed is the basis upon which the religion is built. This is
manifested in the parable in the Ayah:
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See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? - A goodly word as a goodly
tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky (i.e.
very high). Giving its fruit at all times, by the Leave of its Lord and Allah
sets forth parables for mankind in order that they may remember.
[Ibrahim 24-25]

"Whose (i.e. this tree) roots are firmly fixed and its branches (reach)
to the sky (i.e. very high)". The firmness of these roots are the sound
Creed, sound Iman and sincerity in worshipping Allah alone, and
thereafter, the branches are made strong and the fruits are produced.
"Its roots are firmly fixed”. What is well known is that a tree cannot be
of benefit when its roots are not firmly fixed, thus, if the roots are firm,
the branches will be strong and the fruits are produced. This is a parable
in explanation of the religion of Islam and the status of the sound creed in
the religion.

If you wish to know the status of the sound creed in the religion,
look at the date palm tree because the Prophet said that the goodly tree
that has been compared to the believer is the date palm tree. Ibn Umar,
may Allah be pleased with him, narrated: While we were with the
Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings of Allah be upon him, he said:
"Inform me of a tree which resembles a Muslim man. Its leaves do not fall
and it does not, and does not, and does not; and it gives its fruits every
now and then.” It came to my mind that such a tree must be the date
palm, but seeing Abu Bakr and Umar saying nothing, I disliked speaking.
So when they did not say anything, the Messenger said: "It is the
date-palm tree". [Al-Bukhari. 4698]



This hadith shows the nobility of this tree amongst other trees, because
Allah specified it and compared it to the believer. The date-palm tree has
roots which are firmly fixed and deeply rooted, and it seeks after water
through which it is given life. Whenever there is water, its roots seek after
it; similarly, the heart of the believer seeks after Allah’s revelation through
which it is given life.

Allah said:
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Has not the time come for the hearts of those who believe (in the Oneness
of Allah - Islamic Monotheism) to be affected by Allah’s Reminder (this
Qur’an), and that which has been revealed of the truth, lest they become
as those who received the Scripture [the Taurat (Torah) and the Injeel
(Gospel)] before (i.e. Jews and Christians), and the term was prolonged
for them and so their hearts were hardened? And many of them were
Fasiqun (rebellious, disobedient to Allah). Know that Allah gives life to the
earth after its death! Indeed We have made clear the Ayat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) to you, if you but
understand. [Al-Hadid 16]

Allah revives the dead earth through water, and just as a tree is given life
through water and dies when deprived of water, similarly, the hearts
cannot be alive, except through revelation. If the hearts are deprived of
the revelation, they become dead. This is why whenever a person is
distanced from the revelation, he comes closer to death (i.e. his heart
comes closer to corruption), and whenever he comes closer to the
revelation, his heart is given life (i.e. obedience to Allah, worshipping Allah
alone, distanced from sin etc) in accordance with his closeness to the
revelation.

The End



Source: An Excerpt from “Al-Mad’khal
Li-Dirasat Al-Ageedah Al-Islamiyyah”
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